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On 02/21/17, at 4:20 a.m., Officer Carmona was interviewed at the Magnolia Station regarding
this incident. | conducted the interview, along with Detective Wheeler. The interview was
digitally recorded and later downloaded to the department server. The following were also
present during the interview:

- Saku Ethir (Attorney for Officer Carmona)

- Deputy District Attorney Chris Cook

- District Attorney Investigator Raymond Gayton-Jacob

Interview of Officer Cafmona
Prior to interviewing Officer Carmona, his attorney Saku Ethir mad
Officer Carmona was following Riverside Police Policy and providin

Officer Carmona was on routine patrol on 02/20/17 at appr

Officer Espinoza was the passenger. They were assi
Riverside Police Uniform. .

Officer Carmona said he and Officer Espinoza were:pa : icarthur Road. He
said there has been a problem with narcotics and

Identity Theft activity in the ] ] ‘ / ng south on Macarthur
Road when he saw a tan SUV parked i

" people inside the SUV and a His| A S ng outside the driver's door

leaning into the driver's side wind
involved in narcotics activity due to the
way the Hispanic male standin i ng in the driver’s side window.

his body

Garcia

ia’s right shoulder twitch and he saw Garcia pull his right hand out of
handgun. Garcia then pointed the gun at him as he was still walking

. He then fired at Garcia. He believed he fired eight shots because his gun was at
“slide _k nd empty. He carries a Springfield 45 Automatic which holds eight rounds in the
o

Officer Carmona said that Garcia then ran in a north/east direction into a driveway -and
collapsed. He said he moved about 20 feet north to take cover behind a truck. He said he was
reloading his gun at that point and did not see the suspect while he was reloading. He said that
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while he was reloading, he heard more shots. He did not know if the shots were coming from
the suspect or Officer Espinoza. He heard Officer Espinoza yell, “Let me see your hands” either
before or after the shots. He said he could not remember.

Officer Carmona then saw Garcia stand up and run away from him. He saw Garcia look back
towards him. He could not tell if Garcia was raising his arm again, but he feared GarC|a was still
a threat to him and Offlcer Esplnoza so he flred four more shots at Garcia. He

know if Garcia fired at him. He then heard Officer Espinoza shootin
who jumped over some fences.

Officer Carmona said he did not chase Garcia because the three. o
SUV and he did not know if they were armed also. He then (
SuUVv.

| asked Officer Carmona to describe Garcia. He said hie'v proximately 30
years old with short hair and wearing a dark ¢ ‘ s 510" tall with a
stocky build. He had scruffy facial hair with a g

i
hir, by phone and she listened to the interview via
stated that Officer Carmona’s statement is covered

e shot at Garcia for the first time, his weapon was at “slide
at as he inserted a new magazine into his weapon, he had a
‘round was already in the chamber and the magazine fed another
alfunction. He removed the magazine and locked the slide back,
unds. He said that to the best of his recollection, he dropped that
serted another fully loaded magazine.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFC CHRIS CARMONA
Q=Det. Rick Cobb
Q1=Man
A=O0fc. Chris Carmona
Al=Atty. (Saku Ether)

Today’s the 21st?

Yep. Now it is.

present is Ofﬁc ;
Rick Wheeler..U

y (Chris Cook), and, uh, District
cob). Um, before we get started,

034. Uh, all right. Officer Carmona, like we talked about, would you,
h, kinda take us from the beginning on how you ended up, uh, at the
ne there and what transpired after that?

~ Uh, on February 20th, approximately 2300 hours, partner Officer Espinoza

and I were working uniform patrol in Riverside. Uh, we just recently took a
domestic violence case. Uh, we’re working swing shifts, so it was around
2300 hours. So we decided to head back towards Magnolia Station. We were
coming off of California Avenue, um, at that time. Uh, we traveled, uh,
southbound MacArthur. Um, in that area, I’ve had a lot of self-initiated
activity for narcotics and, uh, warrant service. And we thought we’d hit that
route just to - highest probability, we’d get some - a - a late hook. Um, we
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turned, uh, southbound MacArthur, uh - uh, from Hawthorne. Uh, as we’re
_turning south- uh, southbound MacArthur, 4800 block, there was a tan, uh,
SUV-type vehicle parked against the east curb line. It was occupied two times,
at least, and there was a Hispanic male standing at the driver’s, uh, door. Um,
he’s wearin’ a dark colored clothing. There was a female on the passenger
side. Um, we positioned our vehicle, got out to make a - a -
subjects. Um, immediately I exited my - the driver’s 31de
the driver to maintain his hands on the - on the, uh, st
did. Uh, the male subject that was standing at the d
turned his back to me and ha- uh, concealed his &
he - he - I told him to stop. He was continuin
vehicle, northbound, away from me. Um, I
pocket. Um, as he turned back towards me
hands in his pocket, he started to bring
keep his hands in his pocket and t
At that which - at that time, he

my safety and, uh,
continued northb

he, uh - against the east curb line.
rub, uh, northeast of my location.
ally contacted, uh, the vehicle. Uh,
g because I was at slide lock. My gun
tely eight rounds. Um, I still had the two
there was a - one female on the passenger side
wards the rear of the vehicle. So I was losing

. Um, he’s lookin’ towards us. Couldn’t tell if he was, uh, raisin’ his

, so I discharged, uh, approximately another four rounds in that

tion. Towards the subject. Um, fearing - still engaging him, because I - I
ared he was still a threat to myself and my partner. And then, from there,
um, he hit the fence. Uh, the 4800 block of MacArthur, and fearing that the
other subjects could be armed, we weren’t sure what we were, uh - were
dealing with. I just held my location. Uh, communicated to my partner. Um,
called for additional resources. Put out what we had. Um, proned out the
female in the street, on MacArthur and waited for arriving units to do a felony
stop on the, uh, two occupants in the vehicle. And the female.

O- okay. Very good. Um, what I want to do is kinda just start back at the
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beginning.

Yes, sir.

And I’m gonna kinda take it piece by piece.
Sure. |

Okay? Um, so you’re - you’re comin’ southbound,
i- is that your normal area to patrol?

Yes, sir.

D- in that area, do you, uh - have you
type of criminal activity that’s bee

Yes, sir.

What kind?

subject was also - the male subject was also in possession of 18 grams...

Okay.

..of methamphetamine. Um, there’s os- another subject on [Jjffaddress, uh,
-block Uh, he’s also wanted for, um, identity theft. :

Okay. So you, uh - you pull up to the car. And, again, explain to me. You said
there was, uh, a male outside the car?
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Yes. The me- the male who, uh, was in possession of the firearm.
Okay.

Uh, he fired the shot.

Where - where, exactly, was he in relationship to that car
To the best of my knowledge, the- from my recolle
Mm-hm.

...uh, he was standing at the driver’s wind
Okay.

...as I turned southbound ont

Okay. Could you tell if they were male or female or...
I could - I c- uh, best of my knowledge, I knew the driver was a male...
Mm-hm.

... cause he had a hat on.
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Okay.

But the, uh, front right passenger, I could not tell.

Q: - And the ha- and do you remember - do you recall how your
your car in relationship to the SUV?

A: Yes. Um, my vehicle was facing southbound. So we
Okay.
The vehicle was against the east curb lin

enough where I - I could open my do
quick manner to deal with the - the

positioned it
chicleina

Q:
A:
| Q: p almost even with that car? -
A:
Q:
A: in line with what would be the passenger rear
Q:
A:
Q:
A
Q: Okay. And, uh, just for the record, you were in a black-and-white, uh, Ford

Explorer, Riverside Police unit?

A: Yes.

Q: ' And you’re - you’re - right now, you are wearin’ a full Riverside Police
Department uniform. The same uniform you were wearing at the time,
correct? '
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Yes, sir.

Okay. All right. Um, so you get out of your v- your car. What’s the first thing
you did?

I told the male subject, um, that was seated inside the ca
the steering wheel.

Okay.

neck stand up was
hands were hke h

y I told him, “Hey, keep your
t to - if he had something in there

vay did he start walkin’?

Sfarted walking northbound.
Okay. Towards the front of his SUV, then?
Yes.

Okay. Um, and so while he has his hands in his pockets, his back is towards
you? Is that correct?

Initially, yes.
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Okay. And what did you tell him?
I told him to stop.

Okay. And you told him to keep his hands inside his pocket? .

And to keep his hands in his pockets.
What exactly did you do after that?

He kept on walking, and then he turned and
a blade. ' '

Okay.

S- uh, so his right shoulder’

his pockets again, and then [ saw
then he started pullin’ his right
‘that’s when Is aw the gun.

At that point, I t
his right - his

at that point?

‘was approximately about the - the front left fender.

Okay. So you go- how - how far were you from him when he started to make

that move?
Approximately six feet.
So you...

Six to seven feet.
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Q: Okay. You were pretty close.
A: Yes.
Q: Okay. And he immediately pulled out a black handgun, you
A: Yes.
Q: Could you d- describe the handgun for me?
A: Uh, I couldn’t describe it. I saw the - the o

flash initially. That’s what...
Q: anything like
A:
Q:
A:
Q:
A:
Q: ; Ju- uh, just absolutely say you just don’t remember.
A:
Q: Okay. So he pulled it out and he immediately fired. You

ely saw a muzzle flash?

A:
Q: Okay. Did you actually get a chance to see him point the gun right at you prior

to?
He was bladed, so he...
Mm-hm.

...kinda was, uh, almost canting the gun towards me.
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Okay.
Uh, rotating his shoﬁlder back as he was walkin’ away from me.
Okay. Is he still walking while he’s doing this?
Yes.

Okay. And I th- I believe you said he fired three ro
Yes.

That you remember?

o A S A A A - A g\

>

Uh, I - just as the gun’s up, and I acknowledged it, then I started to fire.
Okay. And he had already fired at you?

Yes. He g...

R S A .

Okay. -
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He got the first shots off, yes.

"He got the first one off? Okay. And do you remember approximately how

many rounds you fired at that point?

Uh, I would - I - I immediately went to slide lock.
Okay.

Um, that first engagement, I fired eight round
And, for the record, you carry a, uh, Spri
Yes, sir.
1t seven plus one?

With a - is it eight rounds in tk

It’s eight rounds.

unds. Yes, sir.
o problem. Um, hold on. Train of thought real quick. Okay. Um, so he’s
immediately walkin’ away. Oh, d- whe- when you fired, did you have enough
time to actually take a stance with a two-handed stance or did you have to fire
from the hip because it was that quick? Or do you remember? '

I - I do not remember, sir.

Okay.
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A: Happened that fast.

2

All right. So immediately when you fired, uh, did the suspect gb down at that
point, or did he continue to run off? '

He continued to run off, and then fell. Uh, probably about 20 feet from there.

‘Okay.

‘Cause I was about seven feet from him initially.

S

Did you maintain your position? Or did - wh
did you do?

>

Initially, I did, uh, but then I felt ex " $in the vehicle,
and the female that immediate i

Mm-hm.

e r R 2 R

, ing, and I heard my - some more shots being fired and verbal
mands, and I couldn’t tell if they were my partner’s rounds or if they were
ct rounds.

When you took the position of cover there, which is north, which isin a
similar direction where the guy was runnin’...

Yes.

Q: ...um, do you know - or, excuse me. When you took that position, how far
were you away from the suspect at that point? When he was on the ground?
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A: Probably another approximately about 15 feet.

R

And did he - was he - did he - was he also north, or did he start takin’ off in
another direction, or...

He was running northeast...
...where was he?

...from - from...

He was running northeast?

...from - from - from us initially.

S A

Could you tell when he went d
you tell?

eway? Or could

He was in a driveway.

A driveway of a h

ght before or after.
Okay. And i- what was the command you heard, if you remember?

Um, “Let me see your hands.” Something the matter - of that matter.

o A

Okay. And, um, when you heard the shots being fired, could you tell if it was
the suspect shooting, your partner shooting, or both?

A I couldn’t tell.
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Q: Okay. You couldn’t tell the difference in the, uh...
A No.

'Q: ...gunfire at all?

A: No.

Q: Okay. Um, i- what - when - when you heard all
actually see? Did you - were you looking at the §
were you still tryin’ to get cover or what wete

A: I was - I was moving. | was‘reloadin

Q: Okay. So you...

A: So that happened...

Q: ...didn’t see - I’'m so.

A: - So that - as I

Q:

A: ran, and then I took position of cover and I

go off, and I’m reassessing - I hear the - I hear

n the ﬁght, tryin’ to f- take it - take my life or my partner’s life.

m, so tell me what happens right after that. You hear that second
und of gunshots.

I get my gun back up. I fire additional rounds. Um, and I’m basically shooting
due east, ‘cause he’s approximately 15 feet away from me...

Mm-hm.

A: ...into the driveway. Um, and then he hits a fence, and then my - I hear my
partner dischargin’ his weapon, um, but then I - we still have these two - or
three unknowns to deal with.
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Mm-hm.

A: ' And had a lot on our plate. So I didn’t want to, uh, leave my partner by
himself or put myselfin a - in a - in a bad situation.

Q: Tell me what the suspect’s actions were as he’s runnin’,
second round - the four additional shots.

A: He - he was doing...

Q: Approximately four.

A: ...the same movement as, uh, looking

Q: Okay. |

A: ...Initially. So he’s bladed his dn’t tell if he was armed
that area, it was dark.

Q:

((Crosstalk))

A:

Q:
A:
Q:
A:
Q: position as he was when he first f-fired at you?
A:
Q: Okay. So what were your thoughts when he turned to his right and was
blading and - in your direction?
CA: That...
Q: What were your thoughts?
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A: My thoughts were, “He’s gonna shoot - try and take my life or my partner’s
life.” :
Q: Okay.
A: Fir- by firin’ his weapon at us.
Q: Okay. So you fired four more rounds?
A: Yes.
Q: Okay. Did you - do you know - did you he
excuse me. Do you know if the suspect fi
A: Uh, no. I do not.
Q:
A:
Q:
A:
Q:
A:
A:
Q: \nd I’m - and I’m sorry. You m- you probably said it, but when, uh, you

eard your partner fire, was that after you fired those four rounds or same time
or before?

At - to best my mind, I - I don’t recall if they were before or after.
Okay. That’s - that’s totally fine. Um, so he - suspect jumped over the fence

and, like I said, you went to pay attention to the three other subjects who were
still at the car?
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Yes.

Unknown what their involvement was?

Yes.

Okay. Um, and then, uh, were you the ones that detained t
Yes.

Okay. Uh, was - who was usin’ the radio at thi
Do you remember?

Uh, initially, my partner put out the -

Mm-hm.

“Shots fired.” Um, from then; I bu bac -my police unit. Um,
icle: I moved back to the - the

'saw the female out of play. So

I even bumped bac the west side of, uh,

MacArthur...

Okay. Uh, can you describe him for me? Was he, uh - what race was he?
White, black, Hispanic? '

A Hispanic male.

Okay.
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Approximately 30 years of age. Had some a, uh - a bald head or short cut.
Totally bald? Or just...

Short - uh, short...

Short shaved?
Short hai- head. He was wearin’ a hat. Dark-colored
Could you tell - a baseball cap?
Yes. Baseball cap.

Could - could you tell if it had an

No, I do not recall.

I wouldn’t say buff, but he was kinda - kinda put up.
Okay. Um, how about any, uh, facial hair or anything like that.

F- like, facial scruff, I would say. Um - uh, looked like he just hadn’t shaved,
maybe, like, in a day. '

Like, full beard scruff or just goatee scruff? Or...



766
767
768
769
770
771
772
773
774
775
776
777
778
779
780
781
782
783
784
785
26

788
789
790
791
792
793
794
795
796
797
798
799
800
801
802
803
804

- 805~

806

807
803

810

INTERVIEW WITH OFC. CHRIS CARMONA
Interviewer: Det. Rick Cobb and Det. Rick Wheeler
02-21-17/4:20 am

Case #P17-032034

Page 18

A: | - Goatee scruff.

Okay. What kinda - how about clothing?

A: Uh, he had a - like, a dark, uh - almost like a Dodger blue typ
windbreaker jacket. With - with pockets. There’s no log
just saw, like, the Dodger blue that...
Q: Know that kinda look.
A: ...normally...
| Q: Okay.
A:
Q:
A:
Q: s,‘socks, anything like that at all?
A
Q:
A saw him goin’ so- somebody-go - him - like, feet go
w, like, white socks. It appeared to be white socks
Q:
A
Q:
A:
Q: ...during this time? During a- at any time at all? Nothin’ o- not a word?
A: Nothin’.
Q: Okay. Did anybody else in the car yell, scream, or anythlng that you

remember while this was all goin’ on?
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811 A: . The female was sayin’ somethin’. Uh - um, I recognized her from, you know,
812 workin’ as a police officer in Riverside, but I just can’t put my finger on it.
813
814
815
816
817
818
819~
820
821
822
823
824
825
826
827
828
829
830

11

Mm-hm.

Um, she was - said something, but I - I don’t recall...
Okay.

...what - what it was.

All right. And you were 3-R-40 tonight?
Yes.

Is that what you said?

Yes, sir.

833
834
835
836
837
838
839
840 QI:
841
842
843 CA:
844
845 QI:
846 '
847
848 A:
849
850 = QIl:
851
852
R53
1A Uh, don’t recall. Initially where the - one thing I do re- recall about the - that
¥55 area is the - the vehicle is s- stopped in a - parked in a lit place.

S A~ A N R - = S

z Q2

take-down lights on the side. All that kind of stuff?

Yes, sir.

Okay. When - when you guys pulled onto MacArthur, um, and noticed that
vehicle, did you guys use any of your lights or anything to, uh, illuminate the
vehicle or anything like that?



./\\
/

856
857
858
859
860
861
862
863
864
865
866
867
868
869
870
871
872
873
874
875

ar
P

5
878
879
880
881
882
883
884
885
886
887
888
889
890
891
892
893
894
895
896
897

Q Og

1900

QL

Ql:

Ql:

Ql:

Ql:
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Okay.

Um, I don’t recall. I’'m - that’s almost habitual that I use my light, but I - I
can’t recall 100%.

Okay. That’s okay. That’s completely fine. Um, let’s see h
about, you get out of the car. Do you ever actually

distance with the guy standing near the driver’s s:

I was goin’ that way, but somethin’ in
told me, “Hold - hold what you got h

e in the vehicle.

nyself and put myself in a bad
- maybe took a step or two, but

€ up in a quick manner to - to contact them. Uh, he was already
in that direction.

Um, did that mean anything to you? That the guy was walkin’ away as
u guys pulled up? ‘

| Normally - like I said, what - when we cleared that corner, narcotics deals and

stuff hand-to-hand’s usually curbed when people see cops or see the lights
comin’ down the road. They usually walk away to kinda, you know, say,
“Hey, these aren’t - we weren’t doin’ anything.”

Okay.

All right.




INTERVIEW WITH OFC. CHRIS CARMONA
Interviewer: Det. Rick Cobb and Det. Rick Wheeler
02-21-17/4:20 am

Case #P17-032034

Page 21

Ql: . Safe to say it raised your suspicion?
A: Yes, it did.
Ql: Okay. Um, the, uh - the second, uh, volley of rounds that yo

reload, and after you were seeking, uh, some cover behind

A: Yes. Um...
Ql: ) Okay.
A: After I moved to that second positi ‘of me. He

was, like, on a - on a sidewalk
Ql: Okay.

A: ...or a driveway. U d just east of the sidewalk.

Ql:

A: layin’ on the sidewalk. There was a, uh -
, uh, property...

Ql:

A:

Q:

Man,

Ql: when, uh - when you look over a- and see him, uh, i- does he - is he on
‘ground when you finish your reload and look for him?

A: Yes. He’s on the ground. But he’s - he’s - he’s still, like, movin® around. It

wasn’t like he was, you know, out or n- you know, compliant. Like, laying
there. If somebody... ‘

Okay. Is that when the commands start to come from your partner officer?

A: Uh, I believe the commands came just right after that.



946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957
958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965

044

968
969
970
971
972
973
974
975
976
977
978
979
980
981
982
983
984
985
" 986

987
CLE

Y9yl

Ql:

Ql:

Ql:

Q1:
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Okay.
So after he goes down, then the commands...
Okay.

...come shortly after.

All right. And when you just - when you, uh, re-eﬂ
still on the ground, or is he getting i- up? Is he - y
when you re-engage?

He’s standing up and he’s startin’ to blad,

Okay.

In my direction.

Does your, uh, handgun have a flashlight on it?
Yes, it does, sir.
Okay. And were you usin’ the flashlight that night‘?

Yes, I was using my flashlight.




991
992
993
994
995
996
997
998
999
1000
1001
1002
1003
1004
1005
1006
1007
1008
1009
1010

101

1013

1014

1015
1016
1017
1018
1019
1020
1021

Ql:

For safety SWAT team?
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I--do you have any idea if you saw, uh, Officer, uh, Espinoza’s flashlight at
any time, helping to illuminate?

Uh, n- no, sir. I do not recall.

Not sure. Okay.

And also just, uh, now that you mention it - just f- y
of the Metro team, correct?

Yes, sir.

Yes, sir.
How long you been with the
I believe, uh, about t¥

Okay. Great.




